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Invest in bicycle-friendly towns

What does the measure involve?

The key to a successful bicycle policy is improving the competitive position of the bicycle compared with the car. To achieve this, a number of measures are required, such as improving bicycle facilities (quality and extent of the network of bicycle paths, better parking facilities at stations). In addition, car use must be discouraged, by closing access routes to the town centre and introducing a strict parking policy.

Who must do what?

· Municipalities and provinces implement an active bicycle policy.

Expected effect? 

Research conducted by the Fietsersbond (Cycling Association) shows that an active bicycle policy increases bicycle use as a means of transport. A good bicycle policy can produce a 10% shift from the car to the bicycle for short journeys in urban areas. The traffic emissions in the town centre thus decline. At national level, a reduction in emissions takes place from ± 1.5% fine particles and 1.0% NO2. This reduces the PM10 concentration to 0.5 µg/m³ and NO2 to 1-2 µg/m³. 

What is already happening? 

A well-known example of a town with an active bicycle policy is Houten. Due to the structure and the facilities, bicycle use is high here. Other towns which are relatively bicycle-friendly are Tilburg, Zwolle, Groningen, Nijmegen and Delft. 
More information
Fietsbalans (www.fietsersbond.nl), tips and information about municipal traffic policy 

(www.verkeerenmilieu.nl), Brochure Maak vaart op de korte afstand! 

(www.natuurenmilieunederland.nl). 

